
9/4/2019 A residents recall | TheBrightonBlade.com

https://www.thebrightonblade.com/content/residents-recall 1/1

Photo by Liam Adams

A residents recall
After a 5-4 vote to fire former City Manager Philip Rodriguez, a recall effort against the mayor is in full bloom
By Liam Adams
Tuesday, July 23, 2019 at 7:17 pm (Updated: August 7, 10:54 am)

After City Council voted 5-4 to fire former City Manager Philip Rodriguez, it’s without question for some Brighton residents that Mayor
Ken Kreutzer needs to go.  

“I can’t stop people from this recall. I just have to hope the people in the town know me well
enough that I’m not going to make a knee-jerk reaction,” said Kreutzer about his decision to vote to
terminate Rodriguez.

The official recall arose from recent City Council meetings. At a July 2 meeting, council
unanimously voted in favor of a forensic audit into utilities funds. Prior to the vote, though, not
every councilor was on board because some felt there wasn’t enough reason to believe there’s
been criminal activity in the utilities department. A week after on July 9, council voted 5-4 to
suspend Rodriguez.

Before council voted, residents asked them not to. To the residents, it appeared that Rodriguez
was the target of a retaliation for being a “whistleblower” about excess cash in utilities funds.  For Jeremy Torgerson that was the
tipping point.

“To me, I saw a man that was not caring in any way whatsoever what the people in front of him were saying,” said Torgerson, a Brighton
resident, about the mayor.

Torgerson is leading the effort with Councilors Matt Johnston and Mary Ellen Pollack, who also serve on the recall committee.  

“My frustration is that there are other people out there telling the public what I think and what I stand for, and they’re not putting out
accurate thoughts or words,” Kreutzer said.

Kreutzer said he’s not trying to cover up the excess cash in the utilities funds by firing Rodriguez, which some recall supporters believe.

Torgerson wants to force a special recall election before the city’s general election in November.

“My belief is that he and he alone should stand before the city and let the city decide his fate,” said Torgerson. A general election
wouldn’t be a strong enough statement, Torgerson thinks.

To force a special election, a petition must be submitted to the city clerk’s office by Aug. 7, which is 90 days before the general election.
The petition also needs at least 1,150 verified signatures in order to approve a special election ballot. In the first three days, about 600
people had signed the recall petition, causing Torgerson and his team to feel confident they’ll have enough signatures by maybe even
Aug. 1. Their advocacy work has included forming a Facebook page and holding rallies at various locations to sign the petition.

The results of an actual election are difficult to gauge, though. At a City Council meeting July 16, several residents and former city
council members spoke in defense of Kreutzer, indicating he has more support than it’s seemed at times.  


